Staff reject Steele claims

Biology dept defends honours exam marking policy

By LISA SEWELL

The University of Wollongong
academics at the centre of soft
marking allegations by outspoken
professor Ted Steele have broken
their silence to defend their repu-
tations.

The 13 academics were all mem-
bers of the biological sciences
department when Dr Steele made
his original claims that he had been

coerced into upgrading the marks of

two honours students.

In a statement signed by the
academics, they claim that “no
marks were boosted, increased or
upgraded - they simply received the
average mark of three highly quali-
fied thesis examiners”.

The academics stated that no
coercion was applied to Dr Steele at
any time.

“Furthermore, our honours exam
policy excludes supervisors from
thesis examination for their
students. Consequently, Dr Steele
was not a marker of his honours
students’ theses and therefore could
not increase or decrease their thesis
marks.”

Dr Steele was sacked on the basis
of the claims last February, alth-
ough he will be reinstated later this
month after a Federal Court ruling
that the dismissal was unlawful.

His allegations, however, will still
be put under the spotlight at an
inquiry - the details of which are yet
to be decided upon by university
management and the National Ter-
tiary Education Union.

The academics claim an inquiry
will give them the opportunity to
defend themselves against the
accusations of their former col-
league, whom they will again have
to work beside upon his reinstate-
ment on April 22.

They said they had refrained
from public comment while the
court case was pending.

“As the staff who are as yet
undefended victims of his
accusations we request that all
parties work quickly towards an
agreement on a process that gives
us the opportunity to have the facts
heard, our reputations repaired,
and our past, present and future
students cleared,” they stated.

The academics went on to say
that the department’s marking and
assessment procedures were among
‘Australian best practice.

“Our processes for assessing
honours student theses are similar
to those used by most other Aust-
ralian universities,” they said.

“In fact our processes are more
stringent because we use three, not
two, highly qualified examiners, one
of whom is external to the depart-
ment and the final thesis mark is an
average of their marks. The super-
visor is not a thesis examiner.

ON THE DEFENSIVE: University of Wollongong professors (front) Rob Whelan and Bill Buttemer with fellow academic staff from the Biological Sciences

Department.

The signatories

= Professor Rob Whelan

. Assoclate Professor Mark Walker

- Assoclate Prolessor David Ayre

= Associate Professor Bill Buttemer

= Associate Professor Mark Wilson

- Associate Professor Ross Lilley

= Associate Professor Tony Hulbert

= Dr Kris French

= Dr Sharon Robinson

® Dr Marie Ranson

= Dr Wendy Russell

examination, to ensure a fair out-
come for the student, and to protect
against favouritism and bias.”

Acting head of the biological

impact on every member of the
department,” he said.

“It is the reputation of the whole
department, which is regarded as

Picture: DAVID TEASE

On Monday

?_cienceBc}ﬁpalB tItItem nt Associate fflr}(l)' one of the strongest research and ¥ Another University of Woll-
o puttemer - one of e  to5ching departments in the o academic has made
statement signatories - said he had » ngong
hisn P Trprised” "by~Df |Steeles country, that has come under fire. allegations of soft marking at
allegations. Dr Steele said yesterday he was  the university, claiming
“We continually teiew and try 1o not surprised by the commentsfrom  students’ marks had been
improve the Bachelor of Science hlsalf‘;n-nerl oL I;;:oi]t:igues. e “changed or massaged”.
honours program and assessment “Their claim that the procedures . -
procedunfs ggrof Buttemer said. are Australian best practice can be Mg:?:j_vh]s story in Monday’s

“In fact Dr Steele was involved in
the 2000 review and made

challenged by all sorts of people.”

no objection or criticism at
that time.”

Former department
head Professor Rob
Whelan, recently
appointed as the Dean of
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& Dr Ren Zhang

“These procedures are designed
to allow the supervisor to guide the
student (without conflict of
interest), to provide a thorough

the Faculty of Science, said
the intense media and aca-
demic scrutiny had been
hard for academic staff.
“Dr Steele’s claims have
had a big psychological

Post-mortem clue to death

ByDANIELLEWOOLAGE

A post-mortem will be conduc-
ted today to determine if a Dapto
man’s death required further
investigation.

Police were called to the man’s
Byamee St unit after the
59-year-old’s body was dis-
covered by his wife yesterday
morning.

There were no visible wounds
to the man’s body, but his torso
was covered in blood, suggesting
“minor thrashing injuries”.
Police set up a crime scene just
before 11am and volunteers can-
vassed nearby residents for any
information that might provide

Man, 59,
found in
Dapto unit

clues to the man’s death.

Lake Ilawarra Police Superin-
tendent Gary Hodsdon said the
man suffered from diabetes and
may have had a fit.

But he said police could not
rule out foul play until the
results of forensic and pathology
tests were received.

“There doesn’t appear to be
any clear motive and there are no
suspects at this stage,” he said.

“Until we receive the results of
the post mortem we will treat the
death as suspicious, but we are
75 per cent sure he died from
natural causes.”

A neighbour from a nearby
unit said she had not heard
anything to suggest an intruder
was in the man’s home.

“I have never seen him or
heard him have a fight with
anybody,” she said.

Mr Hodsdon said the victim’s
family was at the scene assisting
police with inquiries.

AUCTION FLOORING, DOORS 21 Frank St, Wetherill Park

10am Monday 8 April

10AM HARDWOOD FLOORING: Over 80 Packs 130x19, 80x19 Brush Box, Spotted Gum, Bluegum, Beech, Mixed hardwood,
Ironbark & Blackbutt. FLOATING FLOOR: 800m2 Hevea & Kempas. BLOCK PARQUETRY: 300m? Select grade Pine & Kempas.
DECKING: 15 packs hardwood & treated pine. STRUCTURAL PINE: 10 packs 90x35 & 90x45 F5. PINE: 20 packs 90x45, 90x35,

TIMBER & TILES

290x19 & 3 packs lining board. TREATED PINE: 12 packs 140x45, 70x45 & 70x35 16 packs Landscape grade 150x100 & 90x90
also 4 packs logs. FASCIA: 100 lengths primed A-grade. HARDWOOD: 10 packs 100x50 & 75x50 & 10 packs pickets. PRIMED
WEATHERBOARDS: 2 packs A-grade.

11AM TILES: Over 30,000 sam 1st quality Halian, Spanish, Brazilian & Asian floor and wall tiles. CERAMICS: Huge quantities some
with matching bathroom floor and wall also outdoor/indoor tiles. PORCELAIN: 400s & 500s excellent quality. GRANITE: 2000 sqm
of 400's & 300's pink & grey. MARBLE: 1500sqm inciuding creama marfil. Tiles sold by the square meter according to your needs.
Call Luke 0412 020 781.

DOORS: 200 intenals & over 150 externals including 50 frosted glass & leadlite entrance doors also 100 CEDAR & EUCALYPTUS:
internal & entrance. DOOR JAMBS: Maple & MDF 93, 110 & 140mm. ARCHITRAVE: 40 small packs Maple colonial 67 & 140mm.
Lattice, balustrades, Attic ladders & kitchen doors.

CATALOGUE: available on the internet after 5.00pm Friday. INSPECT:-Monday from 8am. Buyers premium 11%. GST inclusive.

21 Frank St, Wetherill Park

HOME IMPROVEMENT AUCTION

OF MOSTLY NEW GOODS 10am Wednesday 10 April
10.00AM: SPA BATHS & SHOWER SCREENS: Comer, Rectangular & Oval spa's in white, ivory & colours with cold pumps. 20 shower screens
90x90 white pivot door.

10.15AM: LOUNGES, SOFA BEDS & TIMBER FURNITURE: Brand new leather and fabric lounge suites, most with recliners, sofa beds,
enteriainment units, coffee tables, bookcases, beds, buffets and hutches, also desks and bedside chests.
10.30AM: NEW CONSIGNMENT Famous brand king, queen & single matiress and ensembles.
10.45AM: WHITEGDODS: Fridges, Freezers, Ranges, Ovens, Cookiops (gas & electric), Rangehoods, Washing machines, Dryers,
Dishwashers & Microwaves 19 to 37 ltr incl. convection models most items sold with warranty.
11.00AM TILES: New Shipment 35,000 sgm floor & wall files big selection of ceramic, marble, granite & highest quality & exciting colours
of polished porcelain 400 x 400 & 500 x 500. Trade Welcome. Also border tiles sold in quantities to suit all buyers. Carrier available. Enquiries
call Simon on 0412 276 256,
11.30 AM: AIR CONDITIONERS: Spiit systems & wall mounts 3.5 to 1 h.p incl. reverse cycle with 5 year warranty.
12.00PM: HOME ENTERTAINMENT: TVs 80cm to 34cm, Stereos, VCR's, DVD's, Digital Viewcams most items with warrarty.
12.45PM: OFFICE EQUIPMENT: Digital laser deskiop copiers, plain paper and thermal faxes most items with warranty.
1.30PM: 25 KITCHENS: Timber, polyurethane and laminate, L & U shapes with parry's some with granite tops.
2.00PM: BATHROOM WARE: 80 Timber & Poly vanities sizes 1800 to 600mm some granite and marble tops with chrome legs also fapware
indl. Flick mixers, basin, bath & shower tap sets, in chrome, brass & white, also accessories.
INSPECT: Tuesday 8am to 4pm also moming of sale from 8am. Buyers Premium 11%. GST inclusive.
PAYMENT: Cash, EFTPOS & credit card. Catalogue on imtemet after 4pm Tuesdays.

Ph: (02) 9604 0588

Laws Auctions Pty Ltd
www.lawsauctions.com.au 0407 224 996
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